Paraspara Trust®, Bengaluru, Addressing  Corruption in Public Distribution System by Citizen’s Groups.

CASE STUDY:1:
Vinayakapura is one of the slum areas which has 96 households. The families are migrated 30 years back from Tamilnadu for the survival. Most of the families are working in construction sector and street venors. Some women are working as domestic servants nearby apartments.  They have a Fair price shop number: YW001, Manjunath Fair price shop. The owner Mr. Ganganna was not following the govt. orders on the area of vigilance committee of the shop. 100% members of the vigilance committee are relatives of the owner [Wife, sister, brother and other close relatives].  

When we conducted the PDSMC meeting, we shared information about vigilance committee and their roles and responsibilities. PDSMC member Muniamma shared the present status of the vigilance committee at vinayakapura. After the Meeting PDSMC members with muniamma visited the shop and checked the list of vigilance committee. Muniamma asked questions to mr. Ganganna about the transferency of the vigilance committee and also demanded to include PDSMC members and other community members. After long discussion and bargain, the owner called a meeting and changed the names of the vigilance committee. Our 4 PDSMC members joined vigilance committee towards fair function of the vigilance committee and reduce corruption in the distribution of the rations.

CASESTUDY:2:

Sunnada Goodu is one of our working area and we have PDSMC members to prevent and reduce corruption in ration distribution at fair price shop. Government fair price shop is a center shop for the sunnadagoodu community. The owner of the fair price shop [No:gk002] Mr.Paramathma exploiting BPL card holders. He uses to take the BPL card [pledging] and give Rs.500 for one card and the card holders use this amount for drinking alcohol. Some of the women found that there ration cards were missing and found all the ration cards are with the owner of the shop. 
When we conducted the PDSMC meeting the women members expressed about the issue of missing cards and realized that their husbands pledge the ration cards to the owner of the shop. This issue was discussed in the PDSMC meeting with other issues like not opening the shop regularly, not issuing kerosene properly and exploiting, abusing by bad words. Ms.Mariamma and Mr. Ambedkar made a complaint letter the deputy director of the food and civil supplies office. They made an enquiry and closed the shop for 2 months. Now they reopened the shop with new owner and gave back all the 8 pledged Bpl cards without repaying the amount.
CASESTUDY:3: 
Siddamma, 45 year old widow women working as a domestic servant and she has 3 small children. She applied for the BPl card in the year 2007.  All these 3 years she walked for food and civil supplies office but there was no result. She came to know about the PDSMC and its meeting and activities. She attended the meeting and shared her problems regarding the BPL card and helplessness to pay the bribe to get BPL card. PDSMC members discussed the issue and made a letter to the deputy director and Inspector of the food and civil supply department. They made an enquiry of Siddamma’s family with the support of PDSMC members and gave a BPL card without paying bribe.
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